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Student Safety for Arrival and Dismissal Page 2

All students should be picked up and dropped off at our car circle. Parents are asked to observe the area:
that are marked, ANO PARKI NG. 0 Parents who el e
are endangering the safetyadf students. It is important that our students utilize our crossing guards to
ensure student safety. Crossing guard locations for each school or center are now listed on the school
districtds web site at:

https://www.pcsb.org/index.php?option=com_wrapper&view=wrapper&ltemid=1295

The locations of the crossing guards for Tarpon Springs Middle School are:
Florida Ave. at Gulf Blvd. Florida Ave. at Sunset Drive
Alternate 19 and Triplett Drive

Ot her safety information is available on the di

If you are aware of a location that needs to be reviewed for a crossing guard, or have any other walking/
bicycling concerns pl ease submit t he-satetyoon-er n
cerns form:

https://www.pcsb.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2577%3Attavathoot
safetyconcerndormé&catid=292%3At&ltemid=63

(

SAMOS CLU BSafety Priorities for Parent (Student) Dropoff/Pick -up CircleOur first priority
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PORT RICHEY
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FENDERSON

EXTREME, INC.

Dates to
Remember. . .

Thursday, December

for dropping off students is to create the safest and most efficient possible flow of cars enter-
ing and exiting the circle. The curb area is the only place where students should be dropped
off or picked up for their safety. All parents are asked to follow the directions of faculty who
are assigned to duty stations at the circle by always driving your vehicle to the furthest point
along the curb. This will allow several vehicles at a time to drop off students hence minimiz-
ing your wait time. Another point to mention which will also expedite the flow at the circle is
to have your children ready to exit your vehicle when you approach the curb area so as to not
cause delays gathering book bags and other items your child may be bringing to school that
day. Once you have dropped off or picked up your child, you should slowly proceed to the
exit and exit the circle byturning right only onto Florida Ave. Take notice that a no left turn
sign has been posted at the exiRemember, our goal at the circle is to ensure the safe de-
livery and departure of our students and feel this can easily be accomplished with every-
iITA60 Al T DPAOAOETT 8

1stReport cards go hom
for 2" grading period

Monday, December 19
Jan. 2 Winter Break/Nd
school for students

Monday, January 16
Martin Luther King/No
school for students

TSMS STUDENT NAMED STUDENT OF THE YEAR BY
TARPON SPRINGS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HUNTER POPPA was named Tarpon Springs Chamber of Commerce Student of the Year

Hunter was chosen for his high academic standard, well rounded background and involvement in the

community. Hunter is a member of CIA, Christians in Action, TSMS Chess Club and many community
activities. Along with his clubs and civic responsibility Hunter also carries all honors classes at TSMS.

On November 15, 2011 Hunter Poppa was recognized at the Tarpon Springs Chamber of

Thursday, January 19, 3

grading period ends

Friday, January 20

District Professional Day,

No school for students

Monday, January 30
Report cards for 3rd
grading period

Commerceds Annual Awards |l uncheon held at Saint| Pet
Letds give Hunter Poppa a big round of applausg f ol
rd
2
TSMS October Student of the Month Eé
Congratulations to the winners of student of the month at Tarpon Springs Middle School. Thesetstu-

dents were chosen for their STAR behavior for their grade level.
Sixth grade: Jack Willey

Victoria Maddex

Seventh grade: Drosoulla Tiliakos

Nicholas Morales

Talia Vigil

Kierra Richey

Eighth grade:

&
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From the Sixth Grade House

Vet er
Day

Assembly
On Friday,
November
11, Tarpon

Lio

Springs Middle School held its

Second Annual
Ceremony in the gym. Our
band, orchestra and chorus
performed patriotic songs for
students and faculty. Ms.
Jenretteds
beautiful display for the
veterans of our staff and
students. Our veterans were

art

Intelligence Officer (referred to the administrative team.

as a 35 Fox, an aflource
%;ililt;rﬁir%elligence officer). Sixth grade students who hav
r. Kenneédy served onactive ear ned four E
duty from January 2004 throughc onduct ( wi t h
November 2009. During his tourreferrals) for the first marking
of duty, he was stationed at Fortperiod will receive a STAR
Drum, New York. He also card along with their report
served an 18 month tour of dutycards on December 1st. All
in Afghanistan. He has earned students who have their STAR
Xl’u%f(t)llcéw'ing ¢p rgendﬂtg)rgs: cards with them during lunch
rmy Accommodation Medal, 3 will be able to participate in
Army Achievement Medals, our STAR card drawings,
Good Conduct Medal, NATO  which are held twice during
Medal, Combat Action Badge, the marking period. It is our
an Badg e f Tisaakyyouriog
grag[equlﬁJ tC(E)P gj?f/tétegrangcﬁge thaéei e(?n%{ su§1 shining STAR®
families for their dedication to
ensuring our freedom and this

recognized by having their ~ 9reat nation.

names and military branches

posted on a flag created from a

collage of red, white, and blue Students who earned Honor
paper. Our guest speaker was Rol I (al I Ads
Mr. Kennedy, who is currently ©one C, compensated by an A),
interning as a social studies and Princi pal

teacher with Mrs. Marshall. He e recognized with a certificate
is a former US Army and a treat on Decembef By

Reading Tips for Parents

How can you tell
whether a book is on

Listen to books on tape
with her and follow along

your chil dos rietteetbdok §When your
level? Some educators child begins reading for
use t hri mMdper Rhiels@foset aside time to

Have your child read a
page of text aloud.
Have them hold up one
finger for each word
they do not know. If
they hold up five fin-
gers before the end of
the page, the text is
probably too hard for
them to read alone.
But it might be a great
book for you to read
aloud and discuss.

If you are not a good
reader yourself, you
can still help your child.

have her read to you.
You can make regular
visits to the library with
your child. And you can
make sure your child has
plenty of books, newspa-
pers, and magazines
available.

After your child has
stopped to correct a
word he has read, have
him go back and reread
the entire sentence from
the beginning to make
sure he understands
what the sentence is

We are pleased to have you g
partners in this educational
year. If you have any
guestions regarding your
ehdl BOS wixder d
Springs Middle School, pleasd
el §ae to cadl the sixih gradg

level office.

saying. Here are some
more helpful prompting
strategies:
*When your child stops
at an unknown
count to five slowly.
*If your child tries T
but makes a
say something positive,
such as #l
you tried (something).
Good job. o
was a good
*Ask: What would
make sense? Can you
find a smaller word you
know within that bigger
word? Can you
break the word into
smaller chunks and say
them part by part?

mi

[ ik
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t
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ry.
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the seas:
ing and once again the
National Junior Honor
Society has stepped up

to the plate. Students

in the club are collect-

ing tays, grocery-gjft
t:pa%d(s&yang&cDona‘JM pon
gift certificates to give
tovf'a'm,li

s in need
from the Boys and
Girls Club of Tarpon
Springs. Each holiday
season, NJHS services
the needs of approxi-
mately 65 families in
our community.

The Giving Tree will
be located in the front
office from November

W 9gh hl December

16". Students can

e a chil
ment and then bring in

the ynwrappeg gift by

the final day in De-

gemiper tThe gifts will

be wrapped and deliv-

ered to the Boys and

Girls Club by NJHS

students. Itis a bless-

ing to have students
who are learning that it
is truly better to give
than to receive. Happy
Holidays!

I t 6s

e |
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This year is going by quickly! Only one more grading period and the semester will be done. We f8grttue Btudents are off to
a great start. First grading period 84% of our students earned Spartan Cards for good conduct! In addition, 50% ofur studen
earned Honor Roll with 26% earning Principal List for academic achievement! We want to thank all of the families thatedontrib

to this success; we know we candédt do it without yche. For
YMCA. The YMCA also offers an excellent tutoring program, and if you need before or after school care this might just be what
youbre | ooking for and i 938694 FREE. The number to call i s7
Parent Info:
With the holidays rapidly approaching itdés i mportant f
nightly and check over your childodés planner and ask qgu
or academic concerns that we may be of assistance with please contact Ms. Haley for a parent confereskla843
2030.

e Itis important to encourage your children to read nightly. The Parent Institute published this information in theiStarents
Make the Difference back in April of 2008 yet the message still has value today. The article wBsdittet s Ar endt t |
Options For Preteen Reading s your child a reader? Some kids dondt r e
readers. Be careful not to label your middle schooleraeaderi if you say it, your child is likely to believe it. Nearly every
kind of reading has value that you may not have considered. Recognize it. Encourage it. Praise your child for reading.

e Magazines he/she has learned the value of reading for pleasure and interest. As long as the matedpbi®pgdate, thiss
a constructive activity for your child.

e Sports scoreb he/she has learned to read for information and have learned that the newspaper is a valuable source.

e Nonfiction books he/she is practicing fluency, comprehension and vocabulary skills. Many middle schoolers prefer nonfic-
tion to fiction. Consider giving them a biography of a person they admire.

e Instruction manuals he/she has learned that reading can teach them a practical skill. Look for longer books aboutyskills the
want to learn.

e Instantmessagésh e/ she has | earned to use r eadialtpeyeeaddandatrisiaffectingg t o
grades and other activitiésconsider limiting computer time.

Bragging Corner:

We had several nominees for the October Student of the Mardkoulla Tiliakos, Theologous Kourkoutisicholas Staffopoulos,

Marina Girgiss, Stephanie Insalaco, Christian Siemen, Casidy Vannes, Keegan Mitchem, Tom Rugel, Ashley Webb, Kevin Morale
Merari Morales, Albina DeMasi, Nicholas Morales, Ryan Elizabeth Tatum and Amelia Baxter. The winners for the October Studen
of the month were Drosoulla Tiliakos and Nicholas Morales. Congratulations to all!

Ms. Turcott was pleased to announce that four of her choral students made the Florida All State Honor Choir this yéahleSavo o
outstanding musicians wer@gr ader séKayl a Do wn ey Theyavantdthrodghg aeny riyueus pricess 6f pass-

ing a written musicianship test, a sigiihging test (reading music never looked at before), and a vocal audition on sirgihglle

pieces of musiclt should be noted that not only was the vocal audition rigorous, but for the first time, all studentcomrled

SOLO and all recordings submitted to judges throughout the state.

If you would like to submit something to the bragging corner on your child please email Melissa Andress: andressm@pcsb.org.

Sincerely your 7 grade house,

Ms. Andress Assistant Principal ext. 2012
Ms. Haley- Guidance Counselor ext. 2030
Mrs. Hunteri Office Manager ext. 2029
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Tarpon Springs
TSMS 8" graders look forward to their last few months at Tarpon Springs Middle School. Remem- Middle School
ber that the magnet application period is January 7 to 20, 2012. There are two information fairs beingtudent Council
held in January. Please call Student Information at (7275288 for further information. Leadership Team
In January our'8grade students will be attending Finance Park. Students will be given the opporElection results are
tunity to experience economics first hand. There is a great need for volunteer chaperones for this field as follows:

trip. I f you are able to assist please | et your student si
volunteer. It does take 3 weeks to process a new volunteer application so time is of the essence. President
Congratulations to Hunter Poppa Tarpon Springs Chamber of Commerce Student of the Popi Koulianous

Year. Hunter was chosen for his dedication to academics, community involvement and extracurricu-
lar activities. When you see Hunter in the hallway give him your congratulations. We also had two Vice President
students name8tudent of the Month for TSMS: Talia Vigil and Kierra Richey. These students Samson Jackson
showed outstanding behavior in the month of October. Congratulations to all oftlyeadess.
Secretary

If your child is planning on participating in sports in the second semester, they must have a currefi@bony Echevarria
physical on file, school insurance and have a participation form filled out. All of these forms must be
turned in prior to trying out for these sports. If you are planning on assisting or driving be certain that  Treasurer
your volunteer information is on file in the front office with Mrs. Humberstone. Alex Wilson

Remember the YMCA offerfsee before and after school care along vittee tutoring. Parents

will need to register their student or call Ms. Susan at988/6904 for more information. Representatives
Currently our guidance councelor, Ms. LaShawn Moore is out on leave. Please ¢Atirtaee3 8th Grade
office so they can direct you to the proper person handling your individual need. Lauren Housley
Maddie Dow
Michael Machado Kathleen Dow
Assistant Principal ext 2027
7th Grade
Dena Economos Kiley Buckley
8" Grade Clerk ext 2026 Yanna Dekoter
Makayla Merkle
TSMS CAN FOOD DRIVE 6th Grade

Jenaka Ducey

Samantha Roghaar
TSMS Student Council has out done them- Kylie Stojak

selves again this year with a banner donation of
1,414 can goods to families in need. Our stu-
dents recognized that as a community they can
make a difference. Congratulate these classes
for the highest average number of cans per stu-
dent.
8th Grade-Holly Scott
7th Grade-Phyllis Valentine
6th Grade-Mrs. Romblad

GREEN AND HEALTHY SCHOOLS CERTIFICATION AWARD

Dr. Susan Keller and the TSMS Green Team lead by Donna Baldwin were awarded the Platinum level Green
and Healthy Schools Certification Award at the Oct. 25, 2011 School Board meeting.
Dr. Keller was presented a plaque acknowledging her thinking outside the box, commitment to excellence and
high energy | eadership making this year |l ong certificatio
projects for recycling milk cartons along with other plastics produced a $5,000.00 grant for the school to use to
promote education.

Congratulations to Dr. Keller, TSMS Green Team and students for making this

Green and Healthy School Certification Award possible.
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PTSA NeWS December 2011

Everychild. Onevoice.

Welcome from PTSA! Please visit our Facebook page facebook.com/tarponmiddleptsa and our website
www.tarponmiddleptsa.ordfor links to our calendar, contacts and more.

Thank you to everyone who participated in our Otis Spunkmeyer Cookie Dough Fundraiser!

Thank you to everyone who came to our general meeting in September and to all who have joined PTSA. PTA is
the largest child advocacy group in the nation! Did you know that PTA helped get the following legislation passed:
child seat belt laws, federally funded hot lunch programs, a separate juvenile justice system, labels on music and
video games and TV ratings, and the Healthy Hunger Free Kids act signed by the President in 2010? PTA is SO
much more than what you see at your school! Your membership is needed for PTA to continue to advocate for all
children as well as to sponsor student and teacher programs at Tarpon Springs Middle School! Your $6.00
membership keeps our voice alive with Congress, supports TSMS and gets you discounts at local and national
retailers! Print a form from our website and send it with your $6 to TSMS PTSA! Ortemaptsa@gmail.com

Spirit items will be on sale during community night. Orders can be made anytime by filling out a form and leaving
it with payment in the media center ptsa lock box under the bulletin board or front office. Orders forms can be
printed from our website or found on the media center and front office ptsa bulletin boards.

Dads wanted! Join All Pro Dads and see what a difference Dads make. Check the website for more information!

If your business or family would like to partner with PTSA we welcome you! We need partners/sponsors for
Teacher Appreciation week, thE &rade Dance, Red Ribbon Week, office supplies, and various student programs
and teacher needs. Sponsors will get recognition in our social media and school publications with generous thanks
for your support!Please consider partnering with TSMS PTSA to make YOUR community school a better

place for alll Emailtsmsptsa@gmail.coor leave a message for the PTSA president al9435511.

This year TSMS PTSA has already funded requests for a gifted program competition, the National Geographic Bee
for all social studies students, a laminator for the community liaison and media center, STAR behavior rewards,
supplies for report card celebrations and more. With your support we look forward to meeting the further needs of
our TSMS students and teachers.

To get involved with PTSA or sponsor a program, please email or contact us through Facebook. We look forward
to an excellent year at Tarpon Springs Middle School!

Your comments and ideas are always appreciated.
Kind Regards,

Machon Kennedy
TSMS PTSA President 2042012


http://www.tarponmiddleptsa.org
mailto:tsmsptsa@gmail.com

TSMS WI NS AShrinking th¥oarbowmr Fleou pehonltd, Your |

Dr . Beverly Finnegan was presented a $XYdOOur 00 grant
Household, Your Futured given by Progress Ener®y and
2011 Pinellas School Board meeting. Dr. Finnegan was cited for her outstanding and innovative teaching in

the classroom.

Dr. Finnegands students will be |l ooking for their ca
they can do to reduce this. This information will be shared with both their parents and other students.

Later in the semester the classroom will be looking at how robots can impact and reduce their carbon

footprint. The students will be sharing their findings on the morning news for TSMS. Congratulations Dr.
Finnegan!

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY TSMS 5000 ROLE MODELS

Tarpon Springs Middle School has had a great start to the 2011 Mr. Lee Davis, Site Director for 5000 Role Mod-
school year, thanks to all the community volunteers that have madgls, welcomed seven new 5000 Role Models to
this possible. A special thanks to TSMS PTSA for their donation TSMS& o r gani zation. Pl ease ¢
toward the Great American Teach In. Val Sieman, Machcon Ken- tjgn Cahueque, Darryl Cameron, Jacquez Holmes,

nedy, Pauline Phillips and Penny Lambrianos insured everything Elijah Judge, James McCaa, Keyonte Merriex,
ran smoothly for our speakers and the reception area was accessig|ey Tyree Waters.
to all. :

) Mayor Archie came and spoke to students on

TSMS has great support from all of its volunteefsgraders Oct by 20 2011 at their fi tp i idi

went to SPIFFS and it was chaperones that made this happen for C? e'r ' attheir first meeting, providing a
our students. We have volunteers who come in each week to makgotivational speech that everyone who attended
teacher copies, assist in music, translate for students, help with  found inspirational. The students were inducted
honor role events, volunteer for picture day and file for grade levelQctober 27, 2011 at Gibbs High School at a county
offices. Our school stands out for its community of wonderful vol- wide ceremony. We applaud these young men and

unteers. their Mentor. Mr. Davi
In the New Year, we will be looking for people to help with eir Mentor, Mir. Davis.

Finance Park chaperoning, end of the year events and most of all
mentoring Doorway students. If you are able to help out please let
contact Patti Humberstone at: humberstonep@pcsb.org

Chorus Points of Pride!

Four of TSMS choral students made the Florida All State Honor Choir this year! Please congratulate Michela Sieman,
Emi Nakahara, Kayla Downey, and Megan Weiskidpy went through a very rigorous process of passing a written
musicianship test, a sigisinging test (reading music never looked at before), and a vocal audition on six challenging
pieces of musiclt should be noted that not only was the vocal audition rigorous, but for the first time, all students
were recorded SOLO and all recordings submitted to judges throughout the state. The only other schools in Pinellas
with more students making the choir were John Hopkins School of the Arts and Madeira Beach Fundamental. | am
VERY proud of these outstanding musicians!

Yesterday, ourfirsE S NJ YSy Qa OK2NHza LI NGAOALI GSR Ay (GKS Ayl dAad
awSl f a 3nyan dffértyfoyet fnore young men in choir, the teachers of Pinellas County organized toiayhalf
workshop, which included learning four pieces of music, a mini concert, and free pizza-stnd.aApproximately 25
GAdz2ad¢ NBLINBASYGSR ¢ N1 y-evprieiedt ¢f BskindaTheRoRver&ovdr ©rksehddls rep-y
resented and approximately 135 young men singing together.



AS A PARENT, GUARDIAN, OR CARING ADULT], hereby pledge my commitment to help my child do well in
school. My promise of responsibility and commitment is stated below:

| pledge to support my childés education to the best of

I owi || make my childbés education a priority and my acti

I will partner with my childfés school to make sure that
dance and assignments.

I know that my support of education is the key to my chi
port my childds ability to | earn.

I will have high expectations for my child to succeed in school and in life.

Therefore, as a parent, guardian, and caring adult,
| take personal responsibility for the education of my child and the support of my
chil ddés school

This is my promise to my child:

(Studentds Name)

My Signature Date
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