Pinellas County Schools
North Ward Elementary

900 North Fort Harrison Avenue, Clearwater, FL 33755

[image: image2.wmf]September 19, 2008
http:/www.northward-es.pinellas.k12.fl.us



PRINCIPAL                      REGION II SUPERINTENDENT            
PRINCIPAL ON DISTRICT 

Sandra R. Cowley              Carol Thomas, 725-7996                  
ASSIGNMENT
469-5982                                                                                              
Robert Poth, 725-7996
In partnership with the Pinellas County Government and the City of Clearwater

North Ward students walk in at 8:25!
Our learning day ends at 2:40.

Dates to Remember
	10/6
	PTA Meeting 5 pm

	10/17
	Pro-Ed Day – No School for Students


August Principal’s Message

Thank you to all the families who attended the ice cream social. It was another successful PTA event.  Thank you so much to all the parents who signed up to volunteer, work on committees, or help with PTA projects.  You and your assistance are very much appreciated.  We will be contacting you.

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce our new staff members:

· Mrs. Barbara Kentner – 3rd grade

· Mrs. Janet Mahowski – Curriculum Specialist

· Mrs. Stephanie Kurleman – Title 1 Hourly Teacher

· Ms. Nancy Rhea – Guidance Counselor

· Mrs. Robin Pitchford, 3rd grade

· Ms. Nicole Oilschlager – 1st grade

· Mrs. June Jones – 4th

            

                                    In the front office Ms. Leslee Rukavina, is now serving our school as the Family and Community Liaison.  She is looking for people who would be willing to give their time or talents to help North Ward.   It would be wonderful if we could find someone who would be willing to watch the library a couple of days a week for just a few hours.  This will help us keep the library open for children to check out books while our librarian/technology staff member is working on technology problems.

Dress Code:   Parents please make sure your children are wearing closed shoes to school. We have stairs which can be dangerous with shoes that are not firmly attached to the feet.  Students need to run and jump at PE which is also best performed in athletic or closed shoes.  

Attendance:   Students who are at school on time and in attendance every day perform better in school.  Even being late for 10 minutes each day adds up to 30 hours of missed instruction. Being on time for their job (which is school) is an important life lesson. Our teachers let students in the room before the last bell to get ready so we can teach from the moment the bell rings, don’t let your child miss one moment of their learning! *Remember, classes start promptly at 8:40 am.
Sandra R. Cowley, Principal
PTA News

Fall festival meeting that was scheduled for September 16th has been moved to October 14, (Tuesday) at 6:30 in the cafeteria.  Positions will be assigned for the booths at this time. We will really need to see these volunteers face to face so we know that we will have help on the night of the festival.
    We encourage all parents to join the PTA. The cost is $5.00 per year.
August Super Citizens (Respect)

Trinity Glanton

Tyler Swartz

Lucas Heier

Katie Cauthen

Marco Gonzalez

Samantha Swartz

Ashley Capraro

Jaqcraig Smith

Jose Garcia

Talisa Wilkins

Morgan Balicki

Jose Lindo

Tyson Sanders

Diana Gonzalez

Breasha Sanders

Logan Bennis
Thank You

Thank you to the following for their donations to North Ward:
Mic’s Homestyle Grill
Costco

Hugh Heier Plumbing
Sweetbay

Dollar Tree

Ms. Sheila Schur
North Bay Community Church

Gulf Atlantic Building Contractors

Homework Helpline
Homework Helpline begins September 8, 2008.

Hours from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm Monday through Thursday. Telephone numbers: 727 547-7223 or 727 442-3226.

Media Update
Hello, readers!  I’m excited to see you all again this year!  I hope you all read some books over the summer…  I read books about science and about different countries, Naruto and Hannah Montana, and all the new Battle of the Books books.  What did you read?  I’d love to hear about it!  

Looking ahead, we’re already gearing up for our Fall Book Fair from October 31 through November 7th.   There are going to be some GREAT books there, like a new Goosebumps series, and a NEW Diary of a Wimpy Kid!  I hope you all are ready to read, read, READ!

--Miss McConnell, Media Specialist
A Message from Your North Ward

Family & Community Liaison

As you know, the early experiences of learning are important to children’s growth and development. Their desire to learn increases when they know that someone is concerned with their progress. Reading to them, helping them with their math problems, spelling words or simply giving them a special smile can all contribute to a positive educational experience.

At our school we need your support as volunteers to assist our students. There are many areas where you can help: be a tutor, mentor, library assistant or classroom assistant. These are just a few of the volunteer opportunities available at our school.


Your time, whether one hour a month or more, will give invaluable support to the school and help our students’ education.

Please call Leslee Rukavina at 469-5982 between the hours of 8:00 am – 2:00 pm with any questions you have about our volunteer program.

Leslee Rukavina
International Day of Peace

More than 300 pinwheels will decorate the campus at North Ward, 900 N Ft. Harrison Ave., Clearwater. Each student will make a pinwheel and have the opportunity to place it on the lawn in front of the school Monday, Sept. 22. Following the installation of the pinwheel display, a school wide assembly for Peace Day will take place. A discussion about the pinwheel project is scheduled for the assembly as well as a discussion about the peace cranes art teachers have been making. There will be songs about peace, both sung and in sign language. Kindergarten students are scheduled to sign a song. Then, students and staff members will make a peace pledge as a group. Classes have been contributing peace-related materials to a group bulletin board at the school that is on display. 
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